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| commit suicide EEEES
2 bereaved family Bk
3 compensation B -BEE(R)
4 do one’s utmost = do one’s best *kutmost :JxAD - TZ&EZD
5 bully WwWtos *TWC®H->F, % bully
6 represent ~ERET3
7 insult BEv5
8 exhausted ENR T (tired D3&AT)
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Takarazuka Revue admits all harassment claims and apologizes

Japan's all-female musical theater company Takarazuka Revue has admitted all 14 incidents of
harassment against an actress who committed suicide last year. The company apologized to her
(Dbereaved family at a news conference on March 28th.

The troupe's parent firm Hankyu Hanshin Holdings said that the two sides have reached an

agreement on compensation. '""We cannot give any excuse for what we have done considering the feelings
of the bereaved family. We will do our utmost to make reforms that will prevent @such things from ever
happening again,” said Yasuo Shimada(l§H &%), the president of Hankyu Hanshin Holdings.

Last September, a 25-year-old actress of Takarazuka Revue committed suicide due to bullying and
overworking. She was in her seventh year with the group and belonged to the Cosmos troupe at the time
of her death. Hiroshi Kawahito(JIl 1), a lawyer representing the bereaved family, said that ®acts of
harassment committed by her senior performers had placed an enormous psychological burden on her.
For instance, in August 2021, a senior performer pressed a hot hair iron against the actress’s forehead,
causing a burn that took at least one month to heal. The senior performer did not apologize. There were
also cases in which senior performers harshly reprimanded her for about an hour and a half starting at 10
p.m. They insulted her with messages that denied her dignity through LINE app until her death, calling
her a liar and stupid. They also blamed her for any mistakes made by the younger members, saying it

was her responsibility.
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Q1 What is one unique aspect of the Takarazuka Revue?

Q2 Please explain (Dbereaved family in other words.

Q3 TH@IiIconwT, HAEBTHLIBHLEIL XS,

Q4 What caused a 25-year-old actress of Takarazuka Revue to kill herself last September?
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Not only bullies but excessive long working hours were another big factor to lead her to take her own
life. For the one-month period from Aug. 31st until her death, she worked a total of 437 hours, of which
277 hours were overtime. Rehearsals normally ran from 9 a.m. until midnight. After she returned home,
she also worked on the script for the performance for the younger members, which means she slept only
three hours every night.

@ At a November 10tk news conference, the lawyers read a statement from the bereaved family that
said: “While placing our daughter in an extremely exhausted state through abnormal working hours, the
revue chose to ignore the situation. We ask that it accept its responsibility and apologize, and we also
ask the senior members who engaged in bullying to accept their responsibility and apologize.”

Since November 2023, her family had negotiated with the theater group over an apology and
compensation. The group initially refused to admit that acts of bullying had occurred. 4A major
turning point came when the woman’s family issued a written document on January 12tt,  “If you do not
acknowledge what happened, we will consider taking other steps aside from the negotiations,” the

document warned. Consequently, the Takarazuka side acknowledged for the first time that harassment
had occurred.

When Hankyu Hanshin Holdings directly apologized to the woman’s family, they handed them letters
of apology written by several senior performers who were involved in the bullying. Under the agreement,

Takarazuka Revue, the group’s operating company Hankyu Corporation and Hankyu Hanshin Holdings

all accepted that all responsibility lay with the theater group, and that the negligence of its management

had placed various burdens on the troupe members and allowed such a situation to occur.
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Q6 What is the legal working hours in Japan? (klegal working hours: % & % & 8F )

- Ttis( ) hours a week.
Q7 How many hours did the actress totally work from Aug. 31st until her death?
Q8 How long did she work and sleep in a day?
Q9 Since November 2023, what have her family and the theater group discussed?
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Q11 When Hankyu Hanshin Holdings apologized to the woman’s family, what did they give them?
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@ President Shimada said: “The theater group hadn’t adequately educated the performers about
harassment. We bear an extremely heavy responsibility for not changing the organization’s culture in
line with modern standards.”

In the Takarazuka Music School, a training institute for future members of the revue, there is a
strict hierarchy and discipline passed down as “tradition” from senior performers to new members. It
continues even after the trainees join the revue. Many former Takarazuka members believe that (®such

a system is essential to carry on the skills of the group and it had supported the revue during its 110-year

history.

At a news conference on Feb. 27th, they also released a statement issued by a younger sister of the
deceased member, who is also a troupe member. “The Takarazuka Revue is a world where people commit
‘power harassment’ daily,” she said. “Even from my perspective, having been part of that world, the
harassment my sister suffered was incomparably malicious and extremely terrible.”

Last year, the Japanese entertainment industry was jolted by two big scandals: an eruption of
sexual abuse of Johnny Kitagawa and the suicide of a young actress of the Takarazuka Revue. (©During

difficult times, they will need to prove their worth.
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Q15 T#®IZ2\"T:Do you agree with this opinion?

Ql6 BRELABEEZBOUMDKII GO IFL/NFZAAMIODWT AMEEVELEA,

Q17 What are the two big scandals that jolted the Japanese entertainment industry last year?
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History of Takarazuka

The Takarazuka Revue was founded by Ichizo Kobayashi, a politician and president of Hankyu
Railways, in 1913. Kobayashi was also known as a man of culture with a love of the tea ceremony, fine
art, and theater.

One of the most unique aspects of the Takarazuka Revue is that all the members are women. When
western song and dance shows were becoming more popular in Meiji era, (DKobayashi considered the

kabuki theater to be old-fashioned and elitist. He decided that an all-female theater group would be

popular among the general public. The first performance, Donburako, took place in 1914. The motto of
the Takarazuka Revue is to live with purity, integrity, and beauty.

Takarazuka’s first overseas performance was made from 1938 to 1939 in 25 cities in Germany, Italy
and Poland, in order to promote friendship among Germany, Italy and Japan. After the war, the revue
company gained more popularity, and became busy performing both domestically and overseas.

Takarazuka performs for 2.5 million people each year, and the majority of its fans are women.
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Q1 Who founded the Takarazuka Revue? What is he known for?

Q2 THR@IZ2T : Do you think the Kabuki theater is old-fashioned and elitist?

Q3 When was the first performance made by the Takarazuka Revue?

Q4 What is the motto of the Takarazuka Review?

Q5 Where and when was the first Takarazuka’s overseas performance made?

Q6 What was the purpose of its overseas performance?

Q7 How many fans enjoy Takarazuka shows each year?
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1. Japan's all-female musical theater company Takarazuka Revue has admitted all 14 incidents of

harassment against an actress who committed suicide last year.
2. They insulted her with messages that denied her dignity through LINE app.
3. Her bereaved family had negotiated with the theater group over an apology and compensation.

4 . In the Takarazuka Music School, there is a strict hierarchy and discipline passed down as “tradition”

from senior performers to new members.
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[Essay ]

What are the common points between Kabuki and Takarazuka? Give two points.



